
Appendix 2                                                                                                               ITEM 6 

Salford Schools Forum

Salford Schools Forum Voting Arrangements 

1) Report Purpose

a) The DfE has produced a one page summary that sets out the powers and           
responsibilities of the Local authority, the Forum and the DfE (attached as Appendix 1)

This report seeks to clarify the voting arrangements as set out in this DfE summary.

2) Voting Arrangements 

    a)  The Forum is free to set its own voting arrangements and this Forum has always   
decided matters by a simple show of hands and a majority of votes. Where there is 
an equality of votes cast, the Chair has a second or casting vote. In the main, all 
members of the Forum are entitled to vote on matters put to a vote, except where 
there are restrictions imposed by The Schools Forums (England) Regulations 2012 
paragraph 8(10) and in The Schools and Early Years Finance Regulations 2013.  

The following are restrictions:-

i) Non school members (except early years providers) are not entitled to vote on 
matters relating to the formula to be used by the Local Authority to determine the 
amounts to be allocated to schools and early years providers in accordance with 
regulations made under section 47 and 47A of the Schools Standards and 
Framework Act 1998

ii) Voting on de-delegation is also limited to the specific primary and secondary 
phase of the Forum membership. 

b)        Where a vote is required on a matter falling within subparagraph a i) or ii) above and 
the Chair of the Forum is not a member of that group and therefore, not entitled to 
vote, he/she will nevertheless have a casting vote in the event of an equality of votes. 

c)        There is no separate voting requirement for school balances. Currently, the Forum 
will vote on arrangements and actions for excessive balances at maintained schools, 
which may include claw back and how those funds are to be used in future. 
Academies are dealt with separately by the Education Funding Agency (EFA). As it 
stands, all representatives of the Forum are allowed to vote on this issue but the 
Forum could in future opt to restrict the vote to maintained schools.    

d)        A table is attached at Appendix 2 which shows at a glance which members of Salford 
Schools Forum are entitled to vote on any matters which are put to a vote. 



Recommendations 

a)        Members of the Forum are asked to consider whether voting in relation to school 
balances at maintained schools should be restricted to maintained school 
representatives or whether such voting should include all members of the Forum.

b)        Subject to the above, incorporate the voting arrangements into the Schools Forum  
Constitution, and circulate it to all members of the Forum.  


